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Outline
• 2016

• Initial Drilling

• Enforcement and response

• 2017

• Options Review

• 2018

• Prepare Funding Submission

• RFP prepared, posted and awarded

• 2019

• Well closure and ongoing monitoring
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• March 10-11, 2016

– WTN 112429 drilled to 280 feet below ground

– Initially reported flowing artesian at 60 US GPM

– Subsequently estimated up to 750 US GPM

– Four inch reducer welded onto six inch casing

Chronology
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• Well owner and Well Driller initially operating under 

voluntary compliance

• June and July: Non-compliance warning and advisory 

letters sent to Well Driller and Well owner during summer

2016



• August: Driller and Professional installed modified 

wellhead and discharge lines

• Fall: Regular monitoring with new wellhead leading up to 

options analysis report by the Professional as part of 

compliance

• Ministry of Transportation placed jersey barriers due to 

concerns about well failure close to highway (~ 40 feet)

2016



– FLNRORD commissioned review of initial options analysis

– Regular monitoring and reporting by Driller ceased due to 

disputes about financially responsible party

2017



– Field receiving discharge still unable to be farmed

– Ministry of Transportation ongoing concerns

– Prepared funding submission to executive

– Request for proposal for well closure posted and awarded

2018



January – desktop planning, permits/approvals

February – site preparation

March – drill relief well, test, decommission flowing well

2019



– GX drilling now a restricted activity, requiring qualified well 

drillers 

– Definition of ‘under control’ has been clarified 

– Submission of well 

records now mandatory 

– Improved mapping

– New flowing artesian 

advisories have been

developed

Improvements since 2016



Improvements since 2016 (introduction of WSA) include: 

Flowing 

Artesian 
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Flowing 

Artesian 

Advisories

GWELLS

Research
SFU and HydroGeoLogic mapping the 

risk of flowing artesian conditions 

throughout each region and generating 

an information package to support 

decision-making. The project will be 

completed in 2021.
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– Submission of artesian well condition reports 

– Reviewing artesian conditions  

– Improved drilling 

practices

– Continue to work 

with BCGWA

Improvement Opportunities



– Hire a Hydrogeologist 

– Ministry staff can direct drillers to information to support 

pre-drilling assessments (PDA)

– Conduct PDA including:

• Review available local well construction reports

• Review online hydrogeologic information such as the Water 

Resources Atlas

• Review artesian advisories

• Precautionary approach where information is limited or artesian risk 

identified

– Have plan and equipment in place to address flowing well

Recommendations



Thanks

• Drillwell

• Western Water Associates Limited

• South Area Groundwater Team

• Other FLNRORD/ENV Project Staff
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Questions?


