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• Registration

• GWPR Division 2 qualifications for activities

• Wells regulated, well exempt from most requirements or not by the WSA and 
GWPR

• Water for drilling permitted in Part 4 of WSR; Use Approvals Sec 10 WSA

• Well siting and setback requirements 

• Minimum standards for well construction, decommissioning

• Minimum standards for well pump installation; restricted activity or not

• Requirements for hand pumps

• Requirements for flowing artesian wells

• Reports

Roles and responsibilities
well drillers and well pump installers
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Requirements for Flowing Artesian Wells
Artesian flow must be stopped or brought under 

control (WSA s. 52, 53)
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Responsible parties: 
• Driller at time of construction
• Well owner or land owner for 

existing well
“Under control” means:
• Clear of sediment
• Entirely conveyed through casing 

(if applicable)
• Can be turned off indefinitely
• Does not pose a threat to 

property, public safety or the 
environment



“Qualifications” for controlling artesian 
flow are based on experience

To stop/control a flowing artesian well, a well 
driller must:
• Be qualified to work on the class of well 

• Have competency based on their “training, 
experience, knowledge, or skills”

A driller who is not “qualified” can work under 
supervision



Additional requirements for artesian wells

• Equip wellhead prevent 
backflow 

• Measure & report  shut-in 
pressure  

• Submit well construction 
& decommission reports



Non regulatory requirements for Flowing Artesian 
Wells
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Province does not provide guidance on contracts, agreements of 
payment or insurance.
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Resources for pre-drilling assessments

• Flowing artesian 
advisory

• BCWRA & iMap

• EcoCat



8

Well Reports

Responsibility:
• QWD, QP, QWPI
• Submit to well owner 
• Submit water supply, permanent dewatering, 

1/geoexchange system, & all artesian flow 

Important for:
• Pre-drilling assessments
• Pump installation
• Delineation & classification of aquifers
• Water Licensing
• Domestic user rights
• Water shortages
• Water budgets
• Water Sustainability Plans



Roles and responsibilities of 
professionals/consultants

• Alternative specifications for siting and 
decommissioning only

• Must be prepared by a professional 
and accepted by engineer 
(government) 

• Engineer may apply terms and 
conditions

• Well owner must operate the well in 
accordance with the design and 
operating instructions of the 
professional  and any terms and 
conditions set by the engineer.



Alternative means of 
controlling 

artesian flow
• Exceptional circumstances; “not 

practicable”
• Report on alternative management 

– Prepared by professional 
– Assess conditions, evaluate options, 

propose management strategy
– Report requirements listed in 

Schedule 1, GWPR
– Submit to comptroller or water 

manager
• SDM must be satisfied of no threat 

to property, public safety, or the 
environment

10



Pumping tests must be carried 
out by a professional if 

required
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Must not construct  well pit 
for   new/altered water supply 

wells 



Well owners must maintain wells in good
condition and promptly carry out repairs

Store contaminants 
>3m away and
prevent from traveling 
within 3m of wellhead

Maintain 0.3m stick 
up and protect from 
damage

Maintain access to 
wellhead for inspections 

Keep area clear of 
obstructions and 
vegetation

Replace ID plate if lost 
or damaged

Keep ground sloped so 
water does not pond 
and is conveyed away 
from wellhead

Maintain surface seal 
and fill any visible 
annular space with 
sealant



Apply at www.frontcounterbc.ca
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29 Office Locations

http://www.frontcounterbc.ca/


Penticton
Skye Thomson – Section Head (hydrogeologist)
Nicole Pyett – Regional Hydrogeologist
Hiring – Groundwater Protection Officer
Twyla Legault – Groundwater Technician

Vernon
Dave Thomson – Regional Hydrogeologist

Kamloops
Melissa Wade – Regional Hydrogeologist
Laurie Lyons – Groundwater Protection Officer

South Area Groundwater Team
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Questions? 
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www.gov.bc.ca/water

Apply for a water licence at: 
FrontCounterBC

www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca
FrontCounterBC@gov.bc.ca

1-877-855-3222

Thank you! 
More information: 
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http://www.gov.bc.ca/water
http://www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/
mailto:FrontCounterBC@gov.bc.ca
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