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Variable Available Information for 
Screening Tool

·Types of scenarios:

·New water supply wells.

·Existing drinking water wells.

·Large production wells.

·Smaller system wells.

·Different quality and amounts 
of information available for 
each scenario.



New Wells
·Available information likely includes:

üWell construction report including well location, screen 
location and lithology.

üPumping test data and analysis.

üLimited water quality data.

üConsultant report(s).
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New Wells

·Where information is limited, 
likely a workplan will be 
developed with PHE and 
DWO and could include:

üMonitoring requirements for 
quantity and quality;

üInstallation and use of staff 
gauges in streams; and 

üSpecific water quality 
monitoring.



Existing Wells

Variable available information on:

·Water quality data.

·Well construction data.

·Aquifer type and location.

·Floodplain maps.

·Historical hydrogeological 
knowledge.



Water Quality Data
·Water quality data (current and 

historic) can be accessed 
through:

üWater system operator or owner.

üHealth Authority.

·Most likely not in electronic 
format (except for larger 
municipal systems).

·Not provided through a 
provincial GIS system.



Well Construction Reports
·Well construction reports are 

submitted voluntarily to the 
province by drillers.

·Should be available through well 
owner or operator.

·Lithology and screen 
information  (found in the well 
construction report) used to 
interpret the hydrogeological 
setting.



WELLS Database

www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/data_searches/wells/index.html

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/data_searches/wells/index.html


WELLS Database 
https://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/wells/public/indexreports.jsp

Note: Well Tag Number is the database generated number.  Well ID Plate Number is 
the number found on the plate attached to the well.



BC Water Resource Atlas

www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/data_searches/wrbc/index.html

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/data_searches/wrbc/index.html


Search Results
Things to be aware of:

üNot all drillers submit their well 
construction reports to the Ministry .

ü3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
provide enough information to 
locate the wells.

üNot all information is provided on 
the electronic record, e.g., screen 
information is often missing.



Aquifer Mapping and Classification

ÅIdentifies aquifers with boundaries

ÅCategorizes and prioritizes aquifers

ÅBuilds an inventory of aquifers ɀover 

900 aquifers have been mapped and 

classified to date

ÅProvides framework for more detailed 

assessment and policy

www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/plan_protect_sustain/g
roundwater/aquifers/index.html

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/plan_protect_sustain/groundwater/aquifers/index.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wsd/plan_protect_sustain/groundwater/aquifers/index.html


Mapped and Classified Aquifers



Using the Water Resource Atlas for Aquifers


