YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 38TH ANNUAL

B.C. GROUND WATER ASSOCIATION 

TRADE SHOW AND CONVENTION

On behalf of the B.C. Ground Water Association, you are invited to attend our upcoming conference and trade show at the Grand Okanagan Lakefront Resort and Conference Centre, 1310 Water Street, Kelowna, B. C. from March 5th - 6th, 2008 with extra workshops being held on March 3rd – 4th.  The Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday, March 7th from 9:00am – 12:00pm.

This convention is the most important annual event for all people working in the drilling and ground water related fields, as well as for groundwater system owners, users and designers.  We will once again be providing information and answers on the newly implemented regulations, and insights on regulations yet to come.  There will be four workshops this year on the Monday and Tuesday, before the start of the seminars and trade show taking place on Wednesday and Thursday.

Workshops

Workshop A – Level 1 & 2 Pump Installers:  The first Work Shop will be for Level 1 & 2 Pump Installers in preparation for challenging the Canadian Ground Water exam as a pre-requisite for Provincial Registration as a Qualified Well Pump Installer.  Dave Mellis of EDS Pumps will host this workshop on Monday and Tuesday.  An opportunity to write the CGWA exam will be provided at the Convention.  If you wish to participate in this workshop and/or write the exam please contact the BCGWA office, as pre-registration is required.

Workshop B – Driller’s Training:  The second workshop on Tuesday March 4th, will prepare drillers to become Qualified Well Drillers but also provide valuable information to existing drillers.  It will cover basic principles of hydrogeology, drilling methods and tools, logging of water wells, testing water wells and filing reports (well logs, use of GPS).

Workshop C – Confined Space Entry:  The third workshop being held on Tuesday, March 4th will be a Confined Space Entry training course hosted by Keith MacDonald of Arbor Safety Consulting.  This workshop provides all the necessary information and training to work safely in confined spaces.  It describes the hazards of working in confined space, the equipment used to monitor air quality in confined space, and the procedures to work in a safe environment.  The participant will practice with real equipment during the workshop.

Workshop D – Water Systems Liabilities:  This workshop will provide information to water purveyors on their roles, responsibilities, and liabilities in operating a water purveying system.  The following will be presented and discussed: the drinking water regulatory framework, the challenges of running a water system, the importance of understanding and monitoring water systems, the role and power of DWOs and of the Ministry of Health, and the risks and liabilities of operating a water system.

Convention and Trade Show

The convention will start on Tuesday evening after the workshops with a meet and greet and registration.  

Information sessions will start on Wednesday morning, with the Trade Show open in the afternoon.  Complimentary drinks, a light dinner and entertainment by the magic of Rod Boss, will be provided in the Trade Show area where we are expecting 29 booths.

Thursday morning will start off with a continental breakfast and then 2008 McEllhiney Distinguished Lecturer, F. Michael Krautkramer, has accepted our invitation to be our keynote speaker.  He will lecture on the topic “How Much is Enough?  Making Decisions in the Water Well Industry”.   

The Trade show will remain open until noon, followed by educational seminars in the afternoon, and an evening banquet with guest speaker Maude Barlow.  Maude Barlow is the National Chairperson of the Council of Canadians, Canada’s largest public advocacy organization, and the founder of the Blue Planet Project working internationally for the right to water.  She is the recipient of six honorary doctorates as well and the 2005 Right Livelihood Award and the best selling author or co-author of 16 books. 

Later in the evening we will be further entertained by comedian and ventriloquist, Damien James.

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday morning from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon.  A members Motion form was mailed out with your December Newsletter.  If you have a valid issue that should be addressed at the AGM please fax or mail it back to the office.

Spousal Program 

Wednesday, 2:00-3:00 – Glenna Gillan from Tri Star Travel & Cruise Centre in Kelowna will give us     

                                        some travel tips.                   

Thursday, 2:00- 3:30 – Facial care and make up application.

Please make your Hotel Reservations directly with the Grand Okanagan by calling 250-763-4500 or 

1-800-465-4651 before February 3rd, 2008.  Please let them know you are with the B. C. Ground Water Association to receive the convention rate of $129.00.

Just down the street, within walking distance is the Royal Anne Hotel at 348 Bernard Avenue.  The B. C. Ground Water Association Convention rate for this Hotel is $79.00, which includes 2 queen beds, breakfast, parking and internet.  Their toll free phone # is 1-888-811-3400.  Please book this Hotel by February 15th, 2008.

Please complete your registration form and send it in today.  Then join us for an event that will inform, educate, and entertain you.  Don’t let progress pass you by.  See you in March.

David Slade

President 

B.C. Ground Water Association.
